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Public  Health  Department, 

7,  St.  Mary’s  Grove, 

Stafford, 

August,  1945. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stafford  Rural  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  1944. 

The  report  has  been  compiled  in  compliance  with  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  security  reasons  now 
no  longer  obviate  the  publishing  of  information  re  Vital  Statistics,  etc. 
Although  1944  was  a  “  War  Year,”  this  report  of  the  year  is  being 
completed  just  as  Peace  is  once  more  assured.  There  is  plenty  of 
work  to  be  done  in  the  Rural  Area  from  now  on  in  the  way  of 
Housing,  Water-supplies,  etc.  Much  time  and  energy  during  the 
year  have  been  given  by  the  Council  to  Post-war  Planning,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  enthusiastic  planning  will  brook  no 
great  delay  in  the  practical  realisation. 

From  a  health  view-point,  1944  was  again  satisfactory  in  the 
Rural  Area.  The  various  tables  in  the  body  of  the  Report  show 
that  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Stafford  R.D.  compare  most  favour¬ 
ably  with  other  areas.  The  relatively  low  incidence  of  Infectious 
Diseases  is  again  a  matter  for  congratulation  and  thankfulness, 
considering  the  many  increased  opportunities  for  spread  which 
war-time  provides  in  the  way  of  population  movement,  etc. 

Housing  would  appear  to  be  the  problem  which  wall  engage 
attention  in  the  Rural  Area  for  some  time  to  come,  a  problem 
common  to  the  majority  of  Local  Authorities  in  the  country.  The 
problem  is  being  faced  in  no  half-hearted  manner  by  the  Stafford 
R.D.C.,  and  plans  are  well  advanced,  building  of  permanent  houses 
in  various  Parishes  being  about  to  commence.  With  the  erection 
of  houses  come  the  concomitant  problems  of  water-supply  and 
sewerage,  the  widely-scattered  nature  of  the  many  Parishes  in 
the  Rural  Area  aggravating  these  problems.  The  Western  Water 
Scheme  is  now  emerging  from  the  obscurity  into  which  it  was 
cast  by  the  war,  and,  as  an  adequate  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  is 
available  in  Gnosall,  to  build  a  relatively  large  number  of  houses 
in  Gnosall  was  a  very  wise  decision.  The  growth  of  the  Western 
Water  Scheme  from  supplying  properties  in  Gnosall  to  its  full 
extent  of  supplying  many  other  parishes  should  prove  a  great 
boon  to  R.D.  residents. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Exchequer  policy  will  encourage  Rural 
Areas  to  plan  and  build  courageously,  as  the  financial  committments 


involved  in  extensive  house-building  and  the  provision  ol  adequate 
water  and  sewerage  arrangements  constitute  no  small  portion 
of  the  burden  which  rests  on  the  members  of  the  Council  as  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Rural  Rate-payers.  Though  a  new  era  is  dawning 
one  must  not  hope  for  Utopia  to  arrive  overnight  ! 

I  have  to  thank  Mr.  G.  M.  Lawton,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  his  assistant  Mr.  D.  K.  Pedley,  for  much  help  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  this  Report,  and  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
courtesy  extended  to  me  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
Members  of  the  Council  during  1944. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  THOMSON. 


Public  Health  Committee,  1944. 

Chairman — Councillor  A.  J.  Bourne  ;  Vice-Chairman — Coun¬ 
cillor  H.  C.  Plant  ;  Members — Councillors  J.  Gough  (Chairman 
of  the  Council),  A.  Billington,  J.  C.  Holme,  A.  J.  James,  P.  Kemp, 
R.  Knobbs,  W.  Martin,  S.  Robinson,  C.  W.  Stubbs,  W.  Turner, 
W.  Wint,  and  Rev.  C.  J.  Wright. 


Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. — A.  Thomson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Edin.). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. — G.  M.  Lawton, 
M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. — Certified  Food  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant  (appointed  March,  1944). — D.  K. 
Pedley — qualified  as  Sanitary  Inspector  in  1945. 


General  Statistics,  Social  Conditions,  and  Health  Services  in  the 

Area. 


Area  (in.  acres) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . . 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General) 
Estimated  No.  of  Agricultural  Workers 
Estimated  No.  of  Workers  in  other  Occupations  . . 


80,249 
3,939 
..  £71,202 
£293  13s.  5d. 
. .  14,940 

1,149 
5,101 


Estimated  No.  of  employed  Persons  . .  . .  . .  6,250 


The  estimated  population  (1944)  is  exclusive  of  those  normally 
resident  in  the  Rural  Area  and  at  present  serving  in  His  Majesty’s 
Forces  (approximately  800  persons). 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  Boundaries  of  the  Rural 
Area  in  1944. 
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Many  residents  of  the  area  are  normally  mainly  engaged  in 
Agriculture,  Dairy-Farming  and  allied  occupations,  but  a  sub¬ 
stantial  number  who  live  in  the  Rural  District  are  employed  in 
Stafford  where  the  chief  peace-time  industries  are  Engineering  and 
Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturing.  The  numerical  comparison  between 
Agricultural  Workers  and  workers  in  other  spheres  of  Industry 
given  above  is  of  great  interest.  Allowances  must,  of  course,  be 
made  for  the  abnormal  war-time  circumstances  attending  employ¬ 
ment,  e.g.  employment  of  more  married  women,  direction  to  other 
employment,  etc.  With  future  extensions  in  'Bus  Services,  etc.. 
Rural  Areas  will  no  doubt  attract  as  residents  many  people  norm¬ 
ally  resident  and  working  in  neighbouring  towns.  When  times  are 
more  favourable  I  consider  there  will  be  building  on  quite  an 
extensive  scale  by  Private  Enterprise  to  cater  for  such  transfers. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1944. 

In  1944  the  Live  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Civilian  Popu¬ 
lation  was  19.6.  Stafford  R.D. 


Year. 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 


Live  Birth-Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population. 
19.6 
21.1 
19.3 
17.9 
16.8 
15.1 


The  Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Civilian  Population  was  0.40 
in  1944,  compared  with  Rates  of  0.55,  0.61,  0^80  and  0.95  in  1943, 
1942,  1941  and  1940  respectively. 

During  1944  the  rate  of  Illegitimate  to  Legitimate  births  was 
1  to  14,  compared  with  1  to  16,  1  to  36  and  1  to  23  in  1943,  1942 
and  1941  respectively. 

There  were  293  Live  Births  in  the  Rural  Area  in  1944,  151 
boys  and  142  girls. 

In  the  following  table  comparative  figures  for  Live  and  Still 
Births  are  shown  for  England  and  Wales  : — 

Live  Birth-Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population. 

Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales. 
19.6  17.6 

21.1  16.5 

19.3  15.8 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population. 
Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales. 
0.40  0.50 

0.55  0.51 

0.61  0.54 


Y  ear. 
1944 
1943 
1942 


1944 

1943 

1942 
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Deaths. 

In  1944  the  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Civilian  Population 
was  9.8,  compared  with  a  Rate  of  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 


Year. 

1944 

1943 

1942 


Death-Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Population. 
Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales. 


9.8 

11.6 

12.9 

12.1 

10.5 

11.6 

In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  the  Total  Deaths  numbered  147 , 
71  males  and  76  females. 


In  1944  the  Excess  of  Live  Births  over  Total  Deaths  was  146, 
compared  with  118  in  1943. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  totalled  13,  giving  a 
Death-Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  of  44,  compared  with  a  Rate  of 
46  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 
Death-Rate  of  Children  under 
1  year  of  age  per  1,000  Live  Births. 
Year.  Stafford  R.D.  England  &  Wales. 

1944  .  44  46 

1943  .  69  49 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  Years  of  Age. 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

1944  . .  . .  Stafford  R.D. — 6.8  England  &  Wales — 4.8 

(2  cases.) 

Vital  Statistics — England  and  Wales. 

The  Birth-Rate  was  the  highest  recorded  since  1925.  Live  Births 
numbered  745,318 — the  highest  total  since  1923.  The  excess  of  Live 
Births  over  Total  Deaths  registered  was  253,040.  The  corresponding 
excess  for  1943  was  181,801.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  46 
was  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Civilian 
population  was  0.5  below  that  for  1943.  There  were  302,046 
marriages  giving  a  rate  of  14.6  persons  married  per  1,000  population. 
There  were  6,632  more  marriages  than  in  1943  when  the  total  was 
the  lowest  recorded  since  1926. 


Deaths  from  Selected  Causes,  1944. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals 

Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  'Fever 

- — 

— • 

— 

Whooping  Cough. . 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— ■’ 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

• — 

— 

Influenza  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Measles 

— 

• — 

— 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio-Enceph¬ 
alitis 

— 

■ 

■ 

Cancer  (all  Sites) 

10 

13 

23 

Intra- Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  .  . 

9 

11 

20 

Heart  Disease 

16 

17 

33 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . 

4 

- — 

4 

Bronchitis. . 

3 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Digestive  Disorders 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

1 

— 

1 

Maternal  Causes  .  . 

— 

2 

2 

Prematurity,  Birth  Injuries,  etc. 

3 

6 

9 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  .  . 

- — 

3 

3 

There  were  147  civilian  deaths  in  1944 — 71  males  and  76 
females. 


It  has  been  said  that  we  plan  and  care  so  much  for  the  young, 
that  we  have  very  little  time  left  in  which  to  consider  the  welfare 
of  the  old.  As  people  on  an  average  now  live  to  a  greater  age, 
the  care  and  social  vrell-being  of  the  old  are  calling  for  more  atten¬ 
tion. 

The  Stafford  R.D.C.  is  giving  special  consideration  to  the 
provision  of  Bungalows  for  older  people,  so  that  the  older  genera¬ 
tions  may  live  in  the  community  without  the  more  arduous  labour 
entailed  in  looking  after  a  bigger  house,  with  mounting  of  stairs, 
etc.  Their  own  homes,  with  their  own  bits  of  furniture,  etc., 
appeal  strongly  to  the  older  inhabitants  who  have  no  wish  to  enter 
Institutions  for  Old  People  despite  the  great  improvements  which 
recent  years  have  seen  in  the  ladter.  In  all  future  planning  of 
Housing  Schemes  the  older  people  should  not  be  forgotten  ;  in  a 
community  the  experience  and  wisdom  of  these  old  folk  are 
indeed  assets. 


Laboratory  Facilities,  Ambulance  Facilities,  Nursing  in  the  Home, 
Treatment  Centres  and  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

The  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  during  the  year  made 
full  use  of  the  facilities  available  at  the  County  Bacteriology 
Department  for  Throat  Swab  examinations,  Sputum  Tests,  Blood 
Tests,  etc. 

Samples  of  Water  from  wells,  etc.,  in  the  Rural  Area  were 
examined  at  the  County  Bacteriology  and  Chemical  Laboratories, 
with  results  tabulated  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

The  Stafford  R.D.C.  has  agreements  with  the  Stafford  Borough 
and  Rugeley  Urban  District  Councils  for  use  of  their  ambulances 
for  general  hospital  work,  and  the  services  provided  prove  adequate 
and  efficient  for  the  needs  of  the  Rural  Area. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Authority  for  the  area.  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  carried  on  at 
Walton,  Gnosall  and  Great  Haywood,  and  Health  Visitors  do 
much  good  work  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  young  children 
throughout  the  district. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  throughout  the  Country 
have  recently  commenced  a  Hospital  Car  Service,  to  replace  the 
disbanded  V.C.P.  Scheme.  Sitting  Cases  by  such  arrangements 
are  removed  to  and  from  Hospital  without  the  expense  of  hiring 
ambulances  or  private  cars  for  such  work. 

During  the  year  many  Local  Authorities  have  been  discussing 
the  question  of  the  provision  of  more  Maternity  Home  Accommo¬ 
dation  in  the  County.  As  far  as  the  Stafford  Rural  District  is 
concerned,  the  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and,  as  such,  is  fully  informed  as  to  which  areas  do 
or  do  not  require  further  provision  for  Maternity  Home  Accommo¬ 
dation. 

The  problem  is  in  many  cases  an  artificial  one,  as  many  women, 
because  of  the  impossibility  of  getting  home  help,  enter  Nursing 
Homes,  etc.,  to  have  their  babies.  Other  married  women  living 
in  lodgings,  because  of  lack  of  houses,  husbands  working  tempo¬ 
rarily  in  the  area,  etc.,  have  to  make  arrangements  in  most  cases 
for  a  child  to  be  born  elsewhere  than  in  the  lodgings.  In  other 
cases  insanitary  and  poor  housing  conditions  render  many  houses 
unsuitable  for  the  circumstances  attendant  upon  childbirth.  Given 
good  housing  conditions  and  adequate  home  help,  most  women 
would  prefer — and  many  Authorities  think  wisely  prefer — that 
confinement  should  take  place  in  their  own  homes,  provided  normal 
obstetrical  conditions  prevail. 

Again,  with  the  proposals  for  a  National  Health  Service 
looming  ahead,  many  Local  Authorities  are  chary  of  undertaking 
fresh  committments  as  far  as  Health  Services  are  concerned  mean¬ 
time.  In  any  National  Health  Service  adequate  provision  would, 
doubtless,  be  made  for  Maternity  Home  Accommodation  to  suit 
the  needs  of  different  areas. 
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Mid-Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

The  Mid  Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  the 
Stafford  Rural  District  Council  is  a  Constituent  Authority,  pub¬ 
lishes  an  Annual  Report  covering  the  period  of  1st  April  in  one 
year  to  the  31st  March  in  the  following  year.  The  report  to  31st 
March,  1944,  contains  much  of  interest  to  the  Council,  and,  follow¬ 
ing  the  practice  of  last  year,  items  of  interest  are  given  here.  The 
various  tables  allow  of  instructive  comparisons  between  the  Con¬ 
stituent  Authorities  re  populations,  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
and  so  on. 

Constituent  Authorities  of  the  Mid-Staffordshire  Joint 

Hospital  Board. 


Particulars  as  at  1st  April,  1943. 


Name  of 
Authority. 

Estimated 
Population, 
1st  April,  1943. 

Rateable 

Value 

1st  April,  1943. 

Percentage  of 
Whole  Rateable 
Value. 

Aldridge  U.D.  . . 

22,640 

£117,050 

10.48% 

Brownhills  U.D. 

19.480 

£64.845 

5.80% 

Cannock  R.D.  . . 

21,580 

£87,187 

7.81% 

Cannock  U.D.  . . 

36,520 

£156,847 

14.04% 

Lichfield  City  . . 

10,500 

£55,874 

5.00% 

Lichfield  R.D.  . . 

32,150 

£169,790 

15.20% 

Rugeley  U.D. 

7,917 

£33,175 

2.97% 

Stafford  Borough 

35,320 

£215,894 

19.34% 

Stafford  R.D. 

13,690 

£71,266 

6.38% 

Tutbury  R.D.  . . 

13,380 

£80,924 

7.25% 

Uttoxeter  R.D.  . . 

9,960 

£35,945 

3.22% 

Uttoxeter  U.D.  . . 

7,060 

£28,019 

2.51% 

Totals 

230,197 

£1,116,816 

100.% 

Hospitals  of  the  Board. 


Hospital  and 
Number  of  Beds. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Totals. 

Cheslyn  Hay  Hospital 

12 

12 

1 

25 

Tithe  Barn  Hospital, 
Stafford 

16 

14 

6 

36 

Wissage  Hospital, 
Lichfield 

30 

30 

10 

70 

Totals 

58 

56 

17 

131 

The  total  of  131  beds  represents  1  bed  per  1,750  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  served. 
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Table  showing  Total  Cases  Admitted  from  each  Constituent 
Authority  during  Year  ended  31st  March,  1944. 


Authority. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Other* 

Diseases. 

Totals. 

Aldridge  U.D. 

28 

31 

15 

74 

Brownhills  U.D.  . . 

41 

45 

12 

98 

Cannock  U.D. 

64 

85 

13 

162 

Cannock  R.D. 

42 

74 

3 

119 

Lichfield  City 

13 

14 

1 

28 

Lichfield  R.D. 

18 

55 

13 

86 

Rugeley  U.D. 

4 

10 

1 

15 

Stafford  Borough .  . 

21 

129 

10 

160 

Stafford  R.D. 

7 

55 

4 

66 

Tut  bury  R.D. 

14 

30 

4 

48 

Uttoxeter  U.D. 

4 

9 

1 

14 

Uttoxter  R.D. 

— 

11 

— 

11 

Other  Sources  (in¬ 
cluding  H.M. 
Forces,  etc.) 

9 

11 

25 

45 

Totals 

265 

559 

102 

926 

*  Other  Diseases  include  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Tuber¬ 
culous  Meningitis,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles,  Germctn  Measles, 
Mumps,  Pneumonia,  Dysentery,  Erysipela.s,  Herpes,  Scabies, 
Chicken-Pox,  Tonsillitis,  Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers. 

From  the  above  table,  there  was  a  total  of  13  deaths,  9  from 
Diphtheria  and  4  from  other  diseases.  The  average  stay  in  Hospital 
was  24.6  days  in  Diphtheria  cases,  28.9  days  in  Scarlet  Fever  and 
16.5  days  in  other  diseases. 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospitals  of  the  Board  from  Stafford 


Rural  District,  Year  ended  31st  March,  1944. 


Name  of  Hospital. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Totals. 

Tithe  Barn  Hospital 
Stafford  .  . 

34 

6 

3 

43 

Cheslyn  Hay  Hospi¬ 
tal 

1 

1 

Wissage  Hospital, 
lichfield . . 

19 

1 

1 

21 

“  Outside  ”  Hospi- 
pitals 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

55 

7 

4 

66 
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The  Ambulances  used  in  conveying  patients  to  and  from 
Hospitals  of  the  Board  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1944, 
rnade  590  journeys,  total  mileage  being  9,691  and  average  mileage 
16.5.  The  average  cost  per  mile  was  Is.  and  approximate  average 
cost  per  journey  16s.  3d.  The  members  of  the  Voluntary  Car 
Pool  organised  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  conveyed  a 
large  number  of  patients  from  the  hospitals  to  their  homes. 

During  the  year  a  rate  of  3Jd.  in  the  £  was  precepted  for  and 
the  Board  continued  its  policy  of  meeting  items  of  capital  expendi¬ 
ture  from  revenue,  thus  obviating  the  need  for  raising  smiall  loans. 

A  total  of  926  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Board’s  Hospitals 
in  1943-44  compared  with  1,087  cases  in  1942-43. 

The  Scale  of  Salaries  and  Conditions  of  Service  recommended 
by  the  Rushcliffe  Committee  were  adopted  by  the  Board,  without 
prejudice  to  those  cases  where  scales  and  conditions  were  better 
than  those  recommended. 

An  Austin  Ambulance  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  £816  and 
commenced  service  on  9th  November,  1943.  As  one  ambulance 
does  not  suffice  to  serve  the  whole  United  District,  the  Board 
continued  to  accept  the  loan  of  ambulances  from  a  number  of  the 
Constituent  Authorities. 

The  problem  of  obtaining  nursing  and  domestic  staff  con¬ 
tinued  during  1943-44,  despite  help  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

The  average  cost  per  patient  from  the  Constituent  Authorities 
was  £17  4s.  Od.  (Stafford  R.D.,  £15  12s.  Od.). 

The  Representatives  on  the  Board  from  the  Stafford  Rural 
District  Council  in  1943-44  were  Councillor  Miss  V.  H.  Hargreaves, 
J.P.,  C.C.,  and  Councillor  D.  H.  T.  Smith. 
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The  majority  of  the  cases  of  Measles  in 


Age-Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1944. 
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The  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  1944  compared  with 
the  three  previous  years  is  shown  below  in  Tabular  Form  : — 


Disease. 

1944. 

1943. 

1942. 

1941. 

Scarlet  Fever. . 

46 

59 

18 

19 

Whooping-Cough 

25 

78 

22 

71 

Diphtheria 

6 

4 

5 

3 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

9 

1 

Measles  (excluding  Rubella) 

75 

110 

10 

162 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

5 

6 

12 

18 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . , 

5 

1 

4 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Dysentery 

7  . 

2 

" 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notifications,  1944,  showing  Months  of  Occurrence. 
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Vital  Statistics,  1944. — Stafford  R.D.  and  England  and  Wales. 


<x> 

> 

•  ^ 

S-  § 
<1 


o  oq 
1-1  o 


C-  O  O  tH  T-l  CO  ,  o 
^09900  I  9 
i-l  o  o  o  o  o  o 


CO 


9  O 


9 

rr  >0  4:5 


OJ  r— t 

69 

cq  o 


^  o  o  cq  CO  1-1 

^  9  9  9  9  rH 

1-166666 


9 

6 


cc 

9 


l=i 

O 

O 


7} 

fl 

o 


CD 

c<q 


cc 

9 

O 

|4( 

o 

m 


be 

•  rM 

'9 

r-H 

<0 


o 

9 

0 

O 

9 


4:^ 

03 

o 

9 


0 

•fH 

CO  9 

0 

t>  0  0  CO  CO  0 

I  ^ 

52 

00 

c6 

69 

0 

699999 

1  9 

CO 

9 

^H 

CM  0 

t-H  0  0  0  0  0 

0 

d 

9 

0 

k 

43 

•1-H 

0 

9 

9 

0 

0 

S  CO 

45-0^; 

bC'  rj  cS 

C3 

9  ^ 


Oi 

eg 

•fH 

l-H 

•pH 

> 

•  pH 

O 

o 

o 

o 


e-l 

o 


CD  O 

99 

fH 


0 

9 

43 

43 

eg 

9 

44 
CO 

o 

ca 

•pH 

be 


CDOOCOfMOqOrH 

9,999917199 

'-h6666666 


♦  pH 

9 

o 

o 

o 


f-l 

D 

Oi 

CO 

D 


CD 


CO 

9 


9 

sS 

m  9 


CO 

D 

Ig 

9 


CD  O 

9  9 

03  • 

1-H  O 


CO 


9 

CO 

eg 

9 

<1 


43 

eg 

9 


CO 

6 


CO 

r9 

6 


CD 

6 


9 

9 

03 

1—1 

§ 

H 


2h 

9 

43  9 

9  9 
Wpq 

o  .—I 

!>  9 

•rd  43 

9  m 


•  9 

^  % 

be 

eg  eg 

o| 

eg  S 
D  eg 
t>j9 

tH  ft 

I  S 

9  o 
0  Ch 

CO  CO 

99 

43  43 
eg  eg 
<V  O 

QQ 


Cw 

O 

CO 

u 

eg 

o 

(?q 

!3| 

O 

9 

d 

d 

CO 

♦  fH 

43 

•pH 

o 

43 

d 

9  Jg 


o 

be 


14 


o 

•  rW 

d  g  t>. 

go 

•  < 


THr-ICDt>OrHt>OGOCO 

oooxooscocppqjcp 

6oorH(?qooocqo 


rHrH-^b-OiOiCOO'^CQ 

ppppoQpc^ppcp 

oooc^cqooocoo 


o 

•fH 

-p 

3 

o 


rHOQDTHOit^tMOrHCO 

PpO^^PPPprH 

OOOC^C^66o'<^rH 


p 

1:6 


•  ^ 

o 

o 

o 

o 


?-l 

0 


rHi— liOOOiQOOiOOt> 
PPP'^'^pC^Or-ip 
OOOC^C^OOO-^iO 


ft 

CO 

(D 

-p 

o3 


CO  o  CO 

O  <n  -dH  r-H 


C<J  CO 
O  CO 


CO  rH  o  O  llO  O 


05 


« 

<1 

w 


rP 

EhPhQcc^QW® 


'■d 

o 

cp 

•  rH 

-p 

o 

p 


CB 

o 

to 

o 

o 

p 


CO 

<D 

qp 

•  rH 

p 

be 

•  ^ 

CO 


p 

CO 

"d 


15 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Number  of  children  immunised 
against  Diphtheria,  1944 

Estimated  number  of  children 
in  the  Rural  Area,  December, 
19M 

JL  Ky  JLJ.  ••  «•  •• 

Under 

5  years. 

5-15 

years. 

Total. 

170 

45 

215 

1,220 

2,500 

3,720 

Percentage  of  children  in  the 
area  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  at  end  of  1944  . . 

78% 

85% 

Average 

81.5% 

The  R.D.C.  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  of  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  fifteen 
years  in  the  Rural  Area.  Facilities  for  such  immunisation  are 
made  available  at  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department  and  in 
Schools,  Welfare  Centres,  etc. 

Publicity  material  in  the  way  of  leaflets,  illustrated  cards  etc., 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  are  made  use  of  to  bring  home  to  parents  in  the 
Rural  Area  the  importance  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  material  used  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  purposes  is 
provided  free  by  the  Government. 

t 

The  majority  of  parents  in  the  Rural  Area  now  look  upon 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  as  an  essential  safeguard  against  one  of 
the  most  potentially  powerful  enemies  of  child  life. 

Some  Authorities  are  inclined  to  think  that,  with  so  many 
children  protected  against  Diphtheria,  the  Diphtheria  Bacillus  may 
in  future  endeavour  to  find  victims  among  an  older  group  of  the 
population.  This  theory  is  a  possible  one,  but,  so  far,  there  is 
fortunately  no  evidence  of  its  practical  occurrence. 

Tuberculosis. 

An  extract  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of 
1944  is  given  below.  The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  numbers 
at  the  corresponding  period  in  1943. 
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Pulmonary 

IVon-Pulmonary 

Total  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

and  Non -Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

44 

28 

72 

17 

24 

41 

61 

62 

113 

(41) 

(28) 

(69) 

(14) 

(23) 

(37) 

(55) 

(51) 

(106) 

The  various  services — Dispensaries,  Sanatoria,  etc. — are  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  County  Council.  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  is  a 
disease  in  which  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  are  essential  if  the 
best  possible  results  are  to  be  obtained.  Further  developments 
in  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  should  help  greatly  in  early  diagno¬ 
sis.  War-time  increases  in  the  numbers  of  Tuberculosis  are  thoughs 
by  many  Authorities  to  be  more  apparent  than  real  in  that  people 
now  seek  medical  advice  earlier  and  more  frequently,  more  occasiont 
for  Routine  Medical  Examina.tions,  e.g.,  in  the  various  Services, 
Industry,  etc.,  with  the  consequence  that  the  early  Tuberculous 
lesion  is  discovered  more  frequently. 

Taking  the  various  Constituent  Authorities  of  the  Mid-Stafford¬ 
shire  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  comparison  purposes,  a  table  is 
appended  showing  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  these  areas 
in  1943. 
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Number  of  cases  notified 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population.  (Primary). 
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In  the  Annual  Report  for  1943  comment  was  made  upon  the 
Government's  proposals  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  Nation’s 
Milk  Supply.  The  Minister  of  Food  was  by  Regulation  to  make 
it  an  offence  to  sell  milk  in  any  area  which  he  might  schedule 
unless  the  milk  was  either  heat-treated  or  from  disease-free  animals. 
Apparently  no  such  areas  have  yet  been  specified. 

The  British  Medical  Association  has  constantly  pressed  the 
need  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  milk  as  the  only  practicable  safe¬ 
guard  without  serious  disadvantages.  It  has  been  said  that  few 
questions  in  Preventive  Medicine  command  the  same  unanimity 
of  approval  as  Pasteurisation.  The  Government’s  proposals  seemed 
to  indicate  that  wherever  bulked  milk  was  sold  it  would  be  pasteur¬ 
ised,  and  that  the  only  obstacle  was  the  lack  of  adequate  Pasteur¬ 
isation  Plant  facilities  in  some  areas.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
that  although  Pasteurisation  adds  to  the  cost  of  milk — 2d.  a  gallon 
or  an  estimated  £10  million  per  year — the  preventive  value  of  the 
procedure  would  amply  repay  the  cost ;  and  the  dairymen  and 
retailers  were  financially  protected  in  the  Government’s  proposals. 

Pasteurisation  is  not  thought  to  be  an  agricultural  problem, 
but  a  matter  to  be  decided  on  medical  grounds.  Public  Health  being 
the  touchstone.  It  has  been  shown  by  careful  scientific  experi¬ 
ments  extending  over  many  years  that  properly  controlled  com¬ 
mercial  pasteurisation  causes  practically  no  nutritional  damage 
to  milk. 

Medical  authorities  point  out  that  Orthopaedic  Hospitals  and 
Childreri’s  Sanatoria  show  the  revelancy  of  the  Pasteurisation 
question.  One-third  of  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  children 
under  5  years  are  due  to  the  Bovine  Tubercle  Bacillus — 2,000 
deaths  per  year,  with  a  much  larger  incidence  of  invalidism  and 
crippling.  In  view  of  these  facts,  medical  opinion  advocates  com¬ 
pulsory  pasteurisation  in  all  areas  and,  pending  the  availability 
of  pasteurising  plant  in  any  district,  an  official  intimation  to  the 
public  that  milk  must  be  boiled  before  its  consumption  is  allowable. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  table  following  gives  a  resume  of  the  Sanitary  Services 
provided  in  the  area  during  1944. 
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Water-Supply,  Sev/erage,  and  Public  Cleansing  Services. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS. 

Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  729 

These  Inspections  were  for  the  following  purposes 

(а)  Hobhouse  Survey  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  193 

(б)  Inspection  of  Houses  for  defects  other  than  in 

Hobhouse  Survey  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  Ill 

(c)  Re-inspections  of  Houses  . .  . .  . .  125 

(d)  Inspections  of  Temporary  Dwellings. .  10 

(e)  Re  overcrowding  . .  .  .  ,  .  . .  18 

(/)  Re  Certificates  of  Essentiality  (Ministry  of 

Health  Circular  2871)  .  .  . .  . .  . .  85 

(g)  Council  House  Management  . .  . .  . .  187 

729 

Inspection  of  Premises  for  Nuisances  .  .  .  .  . .  120 

Visits  re  Food  Supply — Meat  . .  . .  . .  . .  77 

Ditto  ditto  other  Foods  . .  . .  . .  27 

Drainage  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  78 

New  Drains  Laid  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  82 

Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  74 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

Samples  of  Water  taken — Chemical  . .  . .  . .  76 

Ditto  ditto  — Bacteriologiced  . .  . .  79 

Civil  Defence  and  Food  Decontamination  . .  . .  50 

Salvage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  41 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . .  . .  . .  . .  76 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Knacker’s  Yards  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Petroleum  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Rat  Infestations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  51 

Fumigations..  ..  ..  ..  ..  37 

Schools — Water  Supply  and  Milk  Supply  . .  . .  24 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  other  visits  in  connection  with 

Surveyor’s  duties  . .  . .  . .  .  •  .  •  298 

2017 
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NOTICES  SERVED  : 

Informal  Notices  and  Letters  . .  . .  . .  . .  166 

Statutory  Notices  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(a)  No.  of  Nuisances  Remedied  (other  than  in  (b)  below)  61 

(b)  No.  of  Defective  Dwellings  rendered  fit  following 

service  of  Informal  Notice  or  Letter . .  . .  . .  66 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

It  will  be  seen  that  approximately  half  of  the  houses  in  the 
Rural  District  have  a  piped  supply.  The  remainder  relies  on  supplies 
from  shallow  wells,  and,  in  some  cases,  deep  wells  and  springs. 
The  quality  and  quantity  of  supply  from  these  shallow  wells  and 
springs  are  frequently  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  the  results  of  samples  of  drinking 
water  taken  during  the  year.  The  results,  however,  should  not 
be  considered  a  true  picture  of  the  conditions  throughout  the  area, 
as  all  the  samples  were  not  taken  at  random  from  the  wells  in  the 
area  but  were  more  often  than  not  taken  following  a  complaint 
that  the  water  was  not  good  in  appearance  or  taste. 


No.  of  samples  taken 

Results 

For  Bacter¬ 
iological 
Examina¬ 
tion. 

For  Chem¬ 
ical 

analysis. 

Fit. 

Unfit. 

Wells 

55 

57 

12 

45 

Springs 

Public  and  private 

10 

10 

1 

9 

piped  supplies  . . 

7 

7 

4 

3 

Canal  water 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Brook  water 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

74 

76 

17 

59 

Western  Area  Water  Scheme. — Following  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944,  this 
scheme,  which  is  most  necessary  and  urgent  for  the  western  part 
of  the  district  was  amended  so  as  to  comply  fully  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Act.  The  amended  scheme  was  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year.  The  tabular  statement  below 
gives  the  scope  of  the  scheme  and  estimation  of  numbers  of  proper¬ 
ties  affected  : — 
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In  order  to  provide  a  supply  of  water  to  the  Gnosall  Post-War 
Housing  Site  at  Audmore,  the  Ministry  of  Health  gave  permission 
early  in  1945,  following  a  strong  application  by  the  Council  for  the 
‘  ‘  trunk  ’  ’  of  this  scheme  to  be  proceeded  with  and  tenders  are  at 
the  present  time  being  received  for  the  installation  of  pumping 
machinery  and  part  of  the  pump  house  and  of  a  9  inch  main  from 
the  boreholes  to  Gnosall  and  5  inch  mains  at  Gnosall.  It  vAll  be 
appreciated  that  the  cost  of  this  work  is  a  substantial  part  of  the 
whole  scheme  and  progress  made  with  it  is  progress  made  in  the 
water  supply  to  the  whole  Western  Area.  It  is  hoped  that,  because 
of  the  great  need  for  an  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water 
to  the  whole  of  the  Western  Area,  the  Council  will  be  allowed  to 
proceed  with  the  remainder  of  the  scheme  at  as  fast  a  rate  as  is 
possible. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  are  569  houses  in  the  Rural  District  served  by  the 
9  Public  Sewerage  systems  of  any  size  which  are  in  the  villages 
of  Walton,  Castle  Church,  Church  Eaton,  Colwich,  Creswell, 
Gnosall,  Weston  and  Norbury. 

Water  closets  are  provided  at  almost  all  those  houses  served 
by  public  sewers  and  sewage  works,  but  in  the  thinly  populated 
part  of  the  district  most  houses  are  provided  with  pail  or  earth 
closets.  The  following  table  gives  estimated  figures  for  the  whole 
area  : — 

Water  closets  . .  . .  2,625 

Pail  closets  ..  ..  ..  1,100 

Earth  closets  . .  . .  540 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  houses  in  the  area  are  separately 
drained  to  either  small  private  cesspools  or  septic  tanks  with 
so-called  soakway s.  Many  of  these  chambers  and  tanks  are  built 
in  ground  which  is  of  clay  and  water-logged  or  which  has  become 
sewage-soaked,  and  complaints  are  frequently  received.  In  many 
cases  there  is  no  real  remedy  other  than  the  provision  of  public 
sewer  and  sewerage  works. 

Because  of  these  sewage  disposal  difficulties  it  is  considered 
that,  apart  from  exceptional  cases  of  necessity,  the  Council  should 
not  agree  to  the  development  of  land  for  housing,  etc.,  purposes 
where  a  satisfactory  water  supply  and  sewerage  services  do  not 
exist  or  cannot  be  made  immediately  available.  The  recent  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  sewage  arrangements  at  the  10  agricultural  workers’ 
cottages  built  during  the  war  should  be  noted  as  at  two  of  the  three 
sites  the  soakaways  have  given  trouble.  No  one  is  to  be  blamed 
for  these  conditions — however  much  is  spent  on  a  soakaway  the 
chances  of  it  being  trouble-free  are  in  our  opinion  small, 
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Walton,  Milford  and  Brocton  Sewerage. — During  the  year  the 
tanks  at  the  Walton  Sewage  Works  were  emptied  and  thoroughly 
cleaned  out  and  the  filter  media  was  renewed,  and  since  this  work 
was  carried  out  no  further  complaints  have  been  received  of  nuisance 
at  the  works.  Works  of  this  size,  however,  can  give  but  little 
treatment  and  the  effluent  remains  an  objectionable  one.  Worse 
conditions  exist  at  the  three  villages  in  the  area  where  the  houses 
are  served  by  septic  tanks  and  soakaways,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
with  the  expected  improvement  in  the  labour  position  the  Council 
will  be  allowed  to  remiedy  these  conditions  and  to  proceed  at  an 
early  date  with  the  work  of  extending  the  sewers  and  providing 
the  necessary  disposal  works  at  Walton.  The  Council  have  approved 
a  complete  £40,000  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  Walton,  Milford 
and  Brocton,  and  the  scheme  is  being  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

Colwieh  Sewerage. — During  the  year  the  Council  approved  in 
principle  a  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  Colv/ich,  Great  Haywood 
and  Little  Haywood  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £20,200. 

REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  very  few  complaints  were  received 
during  the  year  of  non-collection  of  refuse. 

The  number  of  vehicles  nov/  used  is  three  refuse  collecting 
vehicles  and  one  salvage  collecting  van.  Eight  full-time  men  are 
engaged  in  collection  and  disposal  together  with  two  part-time 
men  who  are  employed  from  time  to  time  in  tidying  up  the  several 
tips. 

Regular  service  is  provided  to  1,825  houses  in  the  parishes  in 
which  the  Council  has  undertaken  the  collection  of  house  refuse. 
These  parishes  are  Brocton,  Berkswich,  Castle  Church,  including 
Hyde  Lea),  Seighford,  Colwieh,  Stowe  (part  of),  Haughton,  Cres- 
well,  Gnosall,  Moreton,  and  part  of  Hopton.  Collections  were 
commenced  in  the  Weston  parish  early  in  1945.  In  addition,  a 
regular  collection  is  made  from  Village  Refuse  Pits  at  Salt,  Hopton 
and  Tixall. 

The  method  of  disposal  [i.e.,  by  tipping)  and  the  control  of 
the  many  tips  throughout  the  area  is  as  satisfactory  as  it  is  possible 
to  be,  having  regard  to  the  extrem.ely  large  number  of  villages  and 
tips  in  the  rural  district  and  the  shortage  of  labour  at  the  present 
time. 

Particulars  and  weights  of  salvage  materials  collected  during 
the  year  are  given  below,  together  with  the  returns  for  the  preceding 
year  (1943). 
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A  singular  drop  will  be  noticed  in  the  figures  for  1944  com¬ 
pared  with  those  for  1943,  which  drop  was  general  throughout  the 
Country.  The  causes  for  this  falling  off  are  : — 

1.  Local  Authorities  were  released  during  1944  from  their 

obligation  to  collect  metals  and  rubber. 

2.  No  drives  were  organised  during  1944,  such  as  the  Book 
Drive  which  swelled  the  figures  for  paper  collected  in  1943. 

3.  The  successes  in  the  final  stages  of  the  war  have  led  to  the 

public  easing  up  on  salvage  collection.  This  latter  fact, 
however,  is  to  be  deprecated  as  salvaged  paper,  card¬ 
board  and  textiles  are  wanted  at  the  present  time  as  much 
as  ever. 

HOUSING. 

New  houses  erected  during  1944  : — 

{a)  by  Local  Authority  ..  ..  ..  10 

{h)  by  Private  Enterprise  . .  . .  Nil. 

During  the  year  the  erection  of  the  above  10  agricultural  workers’ 
cottages  was  completed  and  they  were  occupied  at  Norbury  (4), 
The  Hanyards  (2),  and  Great  Haywood  (4). 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  304 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . .  324 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

heading  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  . .  . .  193 

(&)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  .  207 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  103 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  119 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  its  Officers  . .  . .  66 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  *. — 

{a)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1936  . .  . .  Nil. 

ih)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  . .  Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  an 
undertaking  not  to  use  a  dwelling  for  human 
habitation  was  accepted  (Housing  Act,  1936)  . .  1 


Hohhouse  Report. — This  report,  which  is  otherwise  known  as 

the  Third  Report  of  the  Rural  Housing  Sub-Committee  of  the 

Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  (appointed  by  the  Minister 

of  Health),  v/as  issued  in  1944,  and  requires  Rural  District  Councils 

to  make  a  surve}^  and  classifieation  of  existing  dwellings  in  their 

districts  and  recommends  that  this  survey  be  completed  within 

12  months,  or  as  soon  as  possible  if  staff  difficulties  exist.  During 

the  year,  193  dwellings  were  inspected  in  the  parishes  ol  Weston 

and  Stowe  and  thev  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

%/ 

Category  1. — Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects  . .  75 

Category  3. — Houses  requiring  repairs  or  structural 

alterations  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Category  5. — Houses  so  unfit  as  not  to  be  capable  of 

repair  at  reasonable  cost  . .  . .  81 

Total  . .  193 


The  high  proportion  of  Category  5  houses  is  a  pointer  to  the 
bad  housing  conditions  which  exist  in  these  two  parishes. 

During  the  year  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  following 
up  a  recommendation  of  the  Hobhouse  Report,  formed  a  Rural 
Housing  Advisory  Committee  and  Technical  Advisory  Committee 
in  the  County  to  which  this  Council  has  appointed  Mr.  Councillor 
J.  Gough,  and  Mr.  Councillor  H.  C.  Plant  to  the  former  and  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  to  the  latter  Committee. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2871 — Repair  of  Dwellings  by  Licence. 

This  circular  allowed  house-owners,  in  order  to  repair  or 
improve  their  dwellings,  to  spend  more  than  £100  on  such  repairs, 
etc.,  to  their  house  or  to  use  controlled  materials  in  carrying  out 
such  repairs  providing  the  Local  Authority  certified  the  work  as 
essential  to  improve  housing  conditions.  In  this  connection 
applications  were  made  during  the  year  respecting  27  houses  at 
a  total  cost  of  £4,400,  but  the  repairs  were  carried  out  to  only  15 
of  these  houses,  the  total  cost  of  this  work  being  £1,798. 
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POST-WAR  HOUSING. 

An  endeavour  is  made  in  the  following  paragraphs  to  give  a 
picture  of  the  housing  conditions  likely  to  exist  in  the  Rural  District 
in  the  immediate  Post-War  years  and,  though  it  is  realised  that 
many  factors  might  upset  calculations  to  a  certain  degree,  the 
picture  given  will  be  of  great  value. 

A. — The  need  for  new  dwellings.^ — An  estimate  of  the  number 
of  dwellings  which  will  be  required  in  the  Rural  District  for  rural 
residents  is  not  easily  made  but  early  this  year,  in  order  to  make 
as  good  an  estimate  as  possible,  a  survey  (known  as  Survey  “  A  ” 
in  this  office)  of  accommodation  required  in  the  area  commenced 
through  the  medium  of  the  post  and  it  is  almost  completed.  It  is 
regretted  that  only  approximxately  66%  of  the  questionnaires  sent 
have  been  returned  by  the  public  and  because  of  this  lack  of  help 
much  of  the  usefulness  of  the  survey  is  lost.  The  need  for  dwellings 
is  estimated  as  follows  : — 

(i)  It  is  estimated  that  dwellings  as  under  are  immediately, 

or  almost  immediately,  required  for  the  following  : — 

No.  of  dwellings 
required. 

Married  members  of  H.M.F.  who  will  need  a 

separate  dwelling  on  discharge  . .  . .  151 

Families  living  unsatisfactorily  in  lodgings. .  97 

Total  . .  248 

(ii)  In  addition  to  the  S^bove  it  is  certain  that  there  will  be 

a  large  number  of  servicemen  marrying  soon  after  dis- 
oharge  who  will  require  accommodation  in  the  Rural 
District. 

(iii)  There  are  approximately  35  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the 

Rural  District,  but  as  most  of  these  cases  are  not  of  a 
particularly  urgent  nature  (apart  from  those  over¬ 
crowded  houses  caused  by  more  than  one  family 
occupying  them  and  these  are  provided  for  in  the  table 
above)  provision  of  new  dwellings  for  them  is  not  likely 
to  be  a  task  of  the  immediate  future. 

(iv)  There  is  also  the  probability  of  a  number  of  workers,  not 

at  present  rural  residents,  who  are  employed  in  the 
urban  areas  adjacent  to  the  Rural  District  making 
application  for  dwellings  in  the  Rural  District. 

(v)  While  appreciating  fully  the  extremely  bad  condition  of 

scores  of  existing  dwellings  in  the  area,  we  consider 
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that  the  demolition  and  re-housing  of  the  tenants  of 
unfit  cottages  (with  the  exception  of  probably  one  or  two 
radical  cases)  cannot  take  place  for  some  time,  i.e.,  until 
the  present  housing  shortage  is  to  a  fair  extent  removed^ 

It  is  estimated  that  about  400  unfit  dvv^ellings  exist 
in  the  area  which  are  in  such  a  state  that  they  cannot  be 
made  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

B. — Meeting  the  need  for  new  dwellings. — The  two  years  Post- 
War  permanent  House  Building  Programme  by  this  Council  is  as 
follows  : — 

1st  year’s  programme.  2nd  year’s  programme. 


Adbaston  .  . 

No.  of  Houses. 

6 

No.  of  Houses. 

Ellenhall  .. 

6 

— 

Fort  on 

4 

— 

H aught on 

12 

— 

Gnosall 

44 

150 

Moreton  . . 

4 

— 

Colwich  Parish 

— 

30 

Stowe 

— 

20 

Totals 

76 

200 

In  addition  to  the  above  programme  private  builders  have 
recently  been  given  permission  to  go  ahead  with  house  building 
and,  as  building  labour  is  released  from  the  Armed  Forces,  etc., 
house  building  by  private  enterprise  will  no  doubt  gain  momentum, 
but  it  should  be  realised  that  only  a  proportion  of  such  dwellings 
will  be  occupied  by  present  rural  residents.  At  the  time  of  going 
to  press  information  received  from  builders  likely  to  practice  in 
the  area  shows  that  the  number  of  houses  likely  to  be  built  in  1945 
by  priyate  enterprise  is  negligible. 

It  is  our  considered  opinion,  that  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
the  demands  of  the  families  given  in  (i)  above  (hr.,  families  of 
Serviceihen  and  families  in  unsatisfactory  lodging)  should  be  met 
first  and  the  276  permanent  houses  proposed  in  the  first  two  years 
would  pr%ide  for  these. 

%  RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

During  year  this  Council  by  delegated  powers  from  the 
County  Coun^^became  the  responsible  authority  under  the  Rats 
and  Mice  Des®ction  Act. 


As  the  greater  part  of  the  area  is  agricultural  a  large  amount 
of  this  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Staffordshire  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  but  during  the  year  16  infestations  of  rats 
and  one  of  mice  were  recorded  by  this  department  on  non-agricul- 
tural  land  and  they  are  as  follows  : — Refuse  Tips  7,  Sewage  Works  1, 
Private  Premises  9. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  between  the  Council  and  the 
Staffordshire  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  for  the 
treatment  of  the  tips  and  the  Sewage  Works.  Seven  other  com¬ 
plaints  were  referred  to  them  for  their  action.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  one  of  the  Council’s  staff  was  trained  as  a  Rodent 
Operator  and  all  infestations  reported  were  then  dealt  with  by 
him.  Treatment,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  was  effectively  carried  out,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  all  the  infested  premises  were  cleared 
of  rats  and  mice. 

A  survey  of  the  sewers,  prior  to  treatment,  was  made  and 
arrangements  were  put  well  in  hand  for  their  baiting. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  No.  of  producers  of  Milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  631 

(b)  No.  of  producers  (included  in  (a)  of  Accredited  Milk  352 

(c)  No.  of  producers  (included  in  (a)  )  of  Tuberculin- 

Tested  Milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Supplementary  Licences  granted  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  1 
Dealers’  Licences  granted  to  sell  Tuberculin-Tested  Milk  1 


Meat  and  other  Foods. 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses  licensed  . . 

No.  of  Knackers’  Yards  licensed  . . 

No.  of  men  holding  Licence  to  Slaughter. . 


1 

2 

23 


31 


m 

p 

o 

o 


{u, 

o 

t.c 

c 

Sx 

S3 

no 

<j> 

'♦■’3 

o 

03 

W3 

S3 


P 

iz; 

tJ 

<  P 


{^ 

P 

02 


m 

w 

< 

< 

CP 


nO 

o 

o 


Ct-1 

o 


&5 

1^ 

c^S 


O 

•fH 


c^ 

p 


Horses. 

608 

11 

5.76% 

1 

Pigs. 

- 

1 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

i-O 

(?q 

1 

40% 

1 

1 

Calves. 

1 

' 

! 

Cows. 

CO 

CO 

15 

(M 

51.52% 

rH 

14.29% 

Bulls. 

1 

t-H 

1 

' 

1 

- 

' 

No.  killed  and  inspected  .  . 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

%  of  No.  inspected 
a-ffected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  the  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

%  of  No.  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Meat 

condemned 
due  to 

Diseases 
other  than 
tuberculosis. 

Meat 

condemned 
due  to 
tuberculosis 
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The  above  animals  were  killed  and  examined  at  a  Casualty  Slaughterhouse  in  the  area,  v/hich  is  the  reason 
for  the  high  percentage  of  Beef  condemned. 


Weight  of  Meat  (excluding  Horses)  Condemned  due  to  : — 

(а)  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  3,500  lbs. 

ih)  Other  Diseases  or  Conditions  .  .  13,820  lbs. 

-  17,320  lbs. 

Weight  of  Horseflesh  Condemned  . .  14,482  lbs. 

Weight  of  other  Foods  Condemned  : — 

{a)  Tinned  Foods  .  .  . .  . .  426  lbs. 

(б)  Other  muscellaneous  Foods  ..  1,059  lbs. 

- - -  1,485  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  Food  Condemned  33,287  lbs. 


A.  THOMSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

G.  M.  LAWTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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